
What do judges look for?

Jane Wright



The key aspects

• The plant genetics

– The potential of the plant

• The culture of the plant

– The realisation of that potential



Kinds of Judging

• Showbench judging
– The flowers in a class are compared with each 

other

• Award judging
– The flowers are compared to an ideal flower or 

plant of that type

• The genetics and culture are more or less 
important



Showbench Judging



Award Judging

• Is to recognise superior orchids in comparison 
to others of their kind – plants are compared 
to an idealised orchid

• Hybrids are expected to be improvements on 
the parents

• Species plants are expected to outstanding 
examples of their kind (shape/colour/size etc)



What are the criteria?

• Shape – genetics

• Colour – genetics

• Substance and Texture – genetics

• Floriferousness – genetics + culture

• Habit and Arrangement – genetics + culture

• Flower size - genetics + culture



Shape

• For hybrids of groups where a lot of breeding 
has taken place (e.g. cattleya, phalaenopsis, 
cymbidium)

– Symmetrical and circular in outline

• For species and developmental hybrids

– Broader segments and more filled-in flowers than 
the norm



Shape - faults

• Furling, reflexing of segments

• Labellum rolls under (esp cymbidiums)

• Malformed segments



Shape - Cattleya walkeriana



Shape – Cymbidium Sarah Jean



Cymbidium Anna Szabo



Cymbidium Drouin Masterpiece 
‘Renae’ HCC/OSCOV 2001



Colour

• Colour should be attractive & appealing

• Clarity and vibrancy of colour

• Markings well-defined



Colour – faults

• Smudging, blurring or bleeding of one colour 
into another

• Colour breaks

• Inconsistency of colour between flowers



Colour

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=c9rzq9HVnpTOMM&tbnid=qr12KPnczmfqLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.rv-orchidworks.com/orchidtalk/phalaenopsis-oncidium-intergenerics-bloom/33670-phalaenopsis-orchid-world-joe.html&ei=TVoxU6jVGYKOkwXH7IFQ&bvm=bv.63587204,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEcLMH75dAk9MlU49uccz_JiMaT_w&ust=1395829680770989


Cymbidium Drouin Masterpiece 
‘Kaleidescope’ AD/AOC 2014



Habit and 
Arrangement

Thelychiton
kingianus



Habit and arrangement



And before you have a go at 
the judges, think about 
trying to judge these ….



Any other

Apples and 
oranges 
anyone?



Champion of Show

Best 
of 

the 
best


